
HCS 3rd Grade Social Studies Curriculum Map 
 

Timeline Unit Standards/Focus Topics Key Vocabulary 
Compelling 

Questions/Learning 
Targets 

Activities/ 
Resources 

1st 
Quarter 

Civics Civic and Political Institutions  
 
3.C.CP.1 Explain the basic purposes and 
functions of differing governing bodies in 
the world.  
I can describe different forms of 
government. 
I can explain the basic function of a 
democracy. 
 
3.C.CP.2 Compare how the diverse 
societies govern themselves.  
I can understand a democracy. 
I can understand a monarchy. 
I can understand a dictatorship.  
 
Roles and Responsibilities of a Citizen  
 
3.C.RR.1 Examine how the government 
maintains order, keeps safe, and makes 
and enforces rules and laws in diverse 
world communities.  
 
 
 
 

-democracy, 
-civic 
responsibilities, -
volunteer 
-society, -
government, -
community, -
diversity,  
-principles, 
processes,  
-rules,  
-laws 
 
Civic Responsibility 
Civic 
Respons ibility is  
defined as  the 
"respons ibility of a  
citizen" 
(Dictionary.com). 
It is  compris ed of 
actions  and 
a ttitudes  
as socia ted with 
democratic 
governance and 
socia l 

● What are the 
basic purposes 
and functions of 
differing 
governing bodies 
in the world?  
 
● How do diverse 
societies govern 
themselves? 
 
 ● How does the 
government 
enforce rules and 
laws to keep 
everyone safe?  
 
● How do 
differing 
processes, rules, 
and laws 
influence how 
diverse 
communities 
address 
problems? 

Civic 
Responsibility 

Background info 
and definition of 

civic 
responsibility.  

Includes links to 
other websites 

including related 
nonprofits and 

ideas for 
volunteering 

https://www.lear
ningtogive.org/re

sources/civic-
responsibility  

 
We the Civics 

Kids- (4th grade) 
but includes 

reading lists and 
other resources- 
some by month.  
https://constituti
oncenter.org/lear

n/educational-

https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/civic-responsibility
https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/civic-responsibility
https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/civic-responsibility
https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/civic-responsibility
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/we-the-civics-kids
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/we-the-civics-kids
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/we-the-civics-kids


Social Studies Civic Virtues and 
Democratic Principles 
 
 3.C.CV.1 Compare civic virtues and 
democratic principles within a variety of 
diverse world communities.  
 
Processes, Rules, and Laws  
 
3.C.PR.1 Explain how processes, rules, 
and laws influence how individuals are 
governed and how diverse world 
communities address problems 

participation. ... 
Citizenship means  
"a  productive, 
respons ible, caring 
and contributing 
member of 
society." (ibid.). 
 

Democracy 
A form of 
government  
ruled directly or 
indirectly by the 
people. The word 
“democracy’ comes 
from the Greek 
word, “demos” 
which means people 
and “kratos” which 
means “rule”. 
 
Civic Responsibility 
"respons ibility of a  
citizen" 
(Dictionary.com). 
It is  compris ed of 
actions  and 
a ttitudes  
as socia ted with 
democratic 
governance and 
socia l 

resources/we-
the-civics-kids 

 
Citizenship 
Information 

_____________ 
Democracy 

 
Teach Democracy 
with Poetry: By 
Classroom Tune 
Up (Teachers Pay 
Teachers) 

 
______________ 
Government and 

Citizenship 
 

Branches of 
Government: 

Readworks - My 
Job Rules 

 
Civic 

Responsibility: 
Readworks - Stop 

Bullying 
 

 
Government: 

https://www.edu

https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/individual-rights-and-community-responsibilities
https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/individual-rights-and-community-responsibilities
https://www.forteachersforstudents.com.au/site/themed-curriculum/democracy-australia/lesson-ideas/
http://www.enetlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Grade_3_Unit_2-Citizenship-and-Government.pdf
http://www.enetlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Grade_3_Unit_2-Citizenship-and-Government.pdf
https://www.education.com/resources/civics-government/types+of+governments/


participation. ... 
Citizenship means  
"a  productive, 
respons ible, caring 
and contributing 
member of 
society." (ibid.). 
 
Principle 
A rule or code of 
conduct. The 
principles of 
democracy. (See 
Democratic 
Principles under 
Disciplinary 
Clarifications).  

cation.com/resou
rces/civics-

government/type
s+of+government

s/ 
 

3 Branches of 
Government: 

https://governm
ent.mrdonn.org/
3branches.html 

 
https://bensguid
e.gpo.gov/learnin

g-adventures-
14more?id=38&a

ge=ben9_13 
 

Branches of Gov. 
Flocabulary - 

Need Account 
 

Read-a-loud 
“What if 

everybody did 
that?” 

https://youtu.be/
NVH5XsNDZw4 
 Rules & Laws 

 
 

https://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html
https://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html
https://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html
https://bensguide.gpo.gov/learning-adventures-14more?id=38&age=ben9_13
https://bensguide.gpo.gov/learning-adventures-14more?id=38&age=ben9_13
https://bensguide.gpo.gov/learning-adventures-14more?id=38&age=ben9_13
https://bensguide.gpo.gov/learning-adventures-14more?id=38&age=ben9_13
https://bensguide.gpo.gov/learning-adventures-14more?id=38&age=ben9_13
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/3-branches-of-government/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/3-branches-of-government/
https://youtu.be/NVH5XsNDZw4
https://youtu.be/NVH5XsNDZw4


Citizenship, 
Government and 

Diversity - 
Kahoot! 

https://create.ka
hoot.it/share/citi

zenship-
government-and-
diversity/9e7d70

19-643d-4e2c-
a632-

6d13e90460aa 
 

Types of 
Government 
Lapbook (TPT 

resource) 
 

Democracy 
Video: 

https://www.you
tube.com/watch?

v=f-feDZRxJKw 
 

Monarch vs. 
Dictatorship 

https://www.you
tube.com/watch?
v=XBcySp-11Dw 

 
Forms of Gov 

https://create.kahoot.it/share/citizenship-government-and-diversity/9e7d7019-643d-4e2c-a632-6d13e90460aa
https://create.kahoot.it/share/citizenship-government-and-diversity/9e7d7019-643d-4e2c-a632-6d13e90460aa
https://create.kahoot.it/share/citizenship-government-and-diversity/9e7d7019-643d-4e2c-a632-6d13e90460aa
https://create.kahoot.it/share/citizenship-government-and-diversity/9e7d7019-643d-4e2c-a632-6d13e90460aa
https://create.kahoot.it/share/citizenship-government-and-diversity/9e7d7019-643d-4e2c-a632-6d13e90460aa
https://create.kahoot.it/share/citizenship-government-and-diversity/9e7d7019-643d-4e2c-a632-6d13e90460aa
https://create.kahoot.it/share/citizenship-government-and-diversity/9e7d7019-643d-4e2c-a632-6d13e90460aa
https://create.kahoot.it/share/citizenship-government-and-diversity/9e7d7019-643d-4e2c-a632-6d13e90460aa
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Types-of-Government-Lapbook-Monarchy-Democracy-Dictatorship-1873627
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Types-of-Government-Lapbook-Monarchy-Democracy-Dictatorship-1873627
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Types-of-Government-Lapbook-Monarchy-Democracy-Dictatorship-1873627
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Types-of-Government-Lapbook-Monarchy-Democracy-Dictatorship-1873627
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-feDZRxJKw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-feDZRxJKw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-feDZRxJKw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBcySp-11Dw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBcySp-11Dw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBcySp-11Dw
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/forms-of-government/


Flocabulary - 
Need account 

 
Democracy vs. 

Dictatorship 
Activity on 

Teachers Pay 
Teachers- 

by Tryna Stegner 
2nd 

Quarter 
Economi

cs 
Microeconomics  
 
3.E.MI.1 Explain how producers and 
consumers interact to determine the 
prices of goods and services in markets.  
 
3.E.MI.2 Describe the relationship 
between supply and demand.  
 
Macroeconomics 
 
3.E.MA.1 Differentiate between private 
property and public property.  
 
3.E.MA.2 Investigate how the cost of 
things change over time.  
 
Specialization, Trade, and 
Interdependence 
 
3.E.ST.1 Describe examples of economic 
interdependence.  

-producer, -
consumer,  
-goods,  
-services,  
-supply,  
-demand,  
-barter, 
-private property, -
public property, -
cost,  
-economy,  
-economic 
interdependence, -
incentives, -
opportunity cost, -
trade  
 
Producer 
a person or 
company that 
makes something 
 

● How do 
producers and 
consumers 
interact to 
determine the 
prices of goods 
and services.  
 
● Describe the 
relationship 
between supply 
and demand. 
 
● What is the 
difference 
between private 
and public 
property?  
 
● How does the 
cost of things 
change over 

How the 
Economy Wo 

rks 
 
Social Studies for 

Kids  
 

Market Place 
Economics 
 

Economics-
https://www.eco
nedlink.org/reso
urces/grade/3-5/ 

 
Federal Reserve 

Education: 
https://www.fed
eralreserveeduca

tion.org/ 
Economic 
Lessons 

http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3750575
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3750575
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3750575
https://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/index.html
https://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/index.html
http://www.warrencountyschools.org/userfiles/2430/Classes/151111/icivics%20market%20economy.pdf?id=512019
http://www.warrencountyschools.org/userfiles/2430/Classes/151111/icivics%20market%20economy.pdf?id=512019
https://www.econedlink.org/resources/grade/3-5/
https://www.econedlink.org/resources/grade/3-5/
https://www.econedlink.org/resources/grade/3-5/
https://www.federalreserveeducation.org/
https://www.federalreserveeducation.org/
https://www.federalreserveeducation.org/
https://www.moneyinstructor.com/elementary.asp
https://www.moneyinstructor.com/elementary.asp


 
Incentives, Choices, and Decision 
Making  
 
3.E.IC.1 Explain how people use 
incentives and opportunity costs to 
inform economic decisions.  
 
Kentucky Economics  
 
3.E.KE.1 Explain how trade between 
people and groups can benefit Kentucky. 

Consumer 
someone who buys 
goods or services 
 
Goods 
an object people 
want that they can 
touch or hold and 
can be purchased 
 
Services 
action that a person 
does for someone 
else that can be 
purchased 
 
Supply 
to provide 
 
Demand 
to need or require 
 
Barter 
to trade services or 
things for other 
services or things 
without using 
money 
 
 
 

time?  
 
● What are 
examples of 
economic 
interdependence
?  
 
● How do people 
use incentives 
and opportunity 
costs to inform 
economic 
decisions?  
 
● How does 
trade between 
people and 
groups benefit 
the state of 
Kentucky? 

 
Economic 

Interdependence
: 

https://www.floc
abulary.com/unit
/supply-demand/ 

 
Supply & 
Demand  

https://www.you
tube.com/watch?

v=GqeRnxSuLFI 
   

Economics - unit 
worksheets and 

activities  
 

Flocabulary: 
Social Studies tab 
(Economics) 

 
Goods and 

Services Poster 
 

Supply and 
Demand Poster 

 
 

https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/supply-demand/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/supply-demand/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/supply-demand/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqeRnxSuLFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqeRnxSuLFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqeRnxSuLFI
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Economics-Unit-3rd-Grade-Social-Studies-1139929
https://www.kidseconposters.com/goods-and-services-poster
https://www.kidseconposters.com/goods-and-services-poster
https://www.kidseconposters.com/supply-and-demand
https://www.kidseconposters.com/supply-and-demand


Cost 
the amount of 
money charged or 
paid for something 
 
Economy 
the careful use of 
money, resources, 
and means of 
production 
 
Economic 
Interdependence 

3rd 
Quarter 

Geograp
hy 

Migration and Movement  
 
3.G.MM.1 Analyze how human 
settlement and movement impact 
diverse groups. 
 
Human Interactions and 
Interconnections  
 
3.G.HI.1 Explain how the cultural aspects 
of a region spread beyond its borders. 
 
Human Environment Interaction  
 
3.G.HE.1 Explain how the culture of 
places and regions influence how people 
modify and adapt to their environments.  
 

-Migration, -
movement, -
settlement,  
-culture,  
-region,  
-borders,  
-modify,  
-adapt, -
environment, -
physical 
characteristics, -
maps,  
-geography, -
representation, -
diffusion and 
blending  
-immigration 
 

● How does 
human 
settlement and 
movement 
impact diverse 
groups?  
 
● How does the 
cultural aspects 
of a region 
spread beyond its 
borders?  
 
● How does the 
culture of a place 
influence how 
people modify 
and adapt to 

Human 
Environment 
Interaction: 
Flocabulary 
(need an account 
to access): 
https://www.floc
abulary.com/unit
/human-
environment-
interaction/ 

 
 

Migration-
https://www.nati
onalgeographic.o
rg/activity/why-

communities-

https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/migration/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/212935888612965722/?autologin=true
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/what-is-a-region/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/map-skills/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/map-skills/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/immigration-lesson-plan-grades-3-5/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/human-environment-interaction/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/human-environment-interaction/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/human-environment-interaction/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/human-environment-interaction/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/human-environment-interaction/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/why-communities-move/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/why-communities-move/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/why-communities-move/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/why-communities-move/


Geographic Reasoning  
 
3.G.GR.1 Explain how physical and 
cultural characteristics of world regions 
affect people, using a variety of maps, 
photos and other geographic 
representations.  
 
Kentucky Geography  
 
3.G.KGE.1 Describe the impact of 
cultural diffusion and blending on 
Kentucky in the past and today. 

Migration 
the act of moving 
from one location to 
another 
 
Movement 
change in position 
or location 
 
Settlement 
a place where 
people have made 
their home 
 
Culture 
the language, 
customs, ideas, and 
art of a particular 
group of people 
 
Region 
a large space or 
area 
 
Borders 
edge, boundary 
 
Modify 
to change in some 
way 
 

their 
environment?  
 
● Using a variety 
of maps, photos, 
and geographical 
regions explain 
how physical and 
cultural 
characteristics 
affect people.  
 
● How does the 
blending of 
cultures impact 
Kentucky? 

move/ 
 

https://www.nati
onalgeographic.o
rg/activity/migrat

ion-around-
world/ 

Migration 
Activity 

 
Culture Lessons 

 
Culture and Civics 
 
Immigration:  
https://www.sch
olastic.com/teac
hers/lesson-
plans/teaching-
content/immigra
tion-lesson-plan-
grades-3-5/  (This 
resource also 
includes a list of 
26 books about 
the immigration 
experience.) 
 
KY geography 
and brief history 
of settlement:  

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/migration-around-world/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/migration-around-world/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/migration-around-world/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/migration-around-world/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/migration-around-world/
https://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1396&context=educ_understandings
https://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1396&context=educ_understandings
http://www.sdcda.org/office/girlsonlytoolkit/toolkit/got-12-culture.pdf
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/lesson-plans/we-the-civics-kids-lesson-1-american-flavor-a-cultural-salad-of-diversity
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/immigration-lesson-plan-grades-3-5/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/immigration-lesson-plan-grades-3-5/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/immigration-lesson-plan-grades-3-5/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/immigration-lesson-plan-grades-3-5/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/immigration-lesson-plan-grades-3-5/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/immigration-lesson-plan-grades-3-5/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/immigration-lesson-plan-grades-3-5/


Adapt 
to change and 
become used to 
 
Environment 
everything that 
surrounds a 
particular type of 
living thing and 
affects its growth 
and health 
 
Physical 
Characteristics 
land forms, climate, 
soil, and natural 
vegetation 
 
Maps 
a picture of a 
particular area of 
the earth drawn or 
printed to scale on a 
flat surface 
 
Geography 
the physical 
features of an area 
on the earth's 
surface 
 
 
 

https://kids.natio
nalgeographic.co
m/explore/states
/kentucky/ 
 
www.ducksters.c
om (geography 
tab) 
 
culture 
Flocabulary 
 
Flocabulary: 
Social Studies tab 
(Geography) 
 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/states/kentucky/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/states/kentucky/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/states/kentucky/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/states/kentucky/
http://www.ducksters.com/
http://www.ducksters.com/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/culture/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/culture/


Representation 
the showing or 
picturing of 
something 
 
Diffusion 
the spreading or 
wide scattering of 
something 
 
Blending 
to mix 
 
Immigration 
the act of coming to 
live permanently in 
a new country 

4th 
Quarter 

History Change and Continuity 
 
3.H.CH.1 Create and use chronological 
reasoning to learn about significant 
figures, traditions, and events of diverse 
world communities.  
 
3.H.CH.2 Identify contributions made by 
inventors in diverse world communities.  
 
Cause and Effect  
 
3.H.CE.1 Compare diverse world 
communities in terms of members, 
customs, and traditions to the local 
community.  

-chronological 
order, -significant 
figures, 
-contribute, -
investor,  
-customs,  
-traditions,  
-local,  
-community -
member, -
community 
 
Chronological Order 
arranged according 
to order of time 
 

● What 
contributions do 
investors make in 
diverse world 
communities? 
 
How do other 
communities 
compare to the 
members, 
customs, and 
traditions of your 
local community? 
 
  
 

Customs, 
Cultures, and 

Traditions 
Readings (TPT) 

 
Comparing 

Diverse World 
Communities-

http://www.c3te
achers.org/wp-

content/uploads/
2015/09/NewYor
k_3_Cultural_Div

ersity.pdf 
 

Inventions and 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Culture-Customs-and-Traditions-Whats-the-Difference-Informational-Text-3830162
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Culture-Customs-and-Traditions-Whats-the-Difference-Informational-Text-3830162
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Culture-Customs-and-Traditions-Whats-the-Difference-Informational-Text-3830162
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Culture-Customs-and-Traditions-Whats-the-Difference-Informational-Text-3830162
http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NewYork_3_Cultural_Diversity.pdf
http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NewYork_3_Cultural_Diversity.pdf
http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NewYork_3_Cultural_Diversity.pdf
http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NewYork_3_Cultural_Diversity.pdf
http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NewYork_3_Cultural_Diversity.pdf
http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NewYork_3_Cultural_Diversity.pdf


Conflict and Compromise  
 
3.H.CO.1 Evaluate the effects of people, 
goods, and ideas that diffused from one 
world community into other world 
communities and the effects of the 
people, goods, and ideas on these 
communities.  
 
Kentucky History  
 
3.H.KH.1 Explain how world events 
impact Kentucky, both in the past and 
today. 

Significant Figures 
important people in 
history 
 
Contribute 
to supply something 
 
Investor 
a person who puts 
money into a 
company for the 
purpose of making 
more money 
 
Customs 
a way of acting that 
is usual or accepted 
for a person or a 
social group 
 
Traditions 
beliefs or customs 
that are handed 
down 
 
Local 
having to do with a 
particular place 
such as a 
neighborhood or 
town. 

● How does the 
migration of 
people into 
communities 
affect the people, 
goods, and ideas 
of these 
communities? 
 
 ● How do past 
and present 
world events 
impact Kentucky?  

inventors 
https://www.tea
cherspayteachers
.com/Product/Inv

entors-and-
Inventions-

PowerPoint-and-
Activities-
2878563 

 
https://www.duc
ksters.com/biogr
aphy/scientists/s
cientists_and_inv

entors.php 
 

Timelines:  
https://www.co
mmoncoresheets
.com/Timelines.p
hp    
 
  
www.ducksters.c
om (History tab) 
 
Flocabulary: 
Social Studies tab 
(US History, 
Ancient History, 
Historical 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inventors-and-Inventions-PowerPoint-and-Activities-2878563
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inventors-and-Inventions-PowerPoint-and-Activities-2878563
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inventors-and-Inventions-PowerPoint-and-Activities-2878563
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inventors-and-Inventions-PowerPoint-and-Activities-2878563
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inventors-and-Inventions-PowerPoint-and-Activities-2878563
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inventors-and-Inventions-PowerPoint-and-Activities-2878563
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inventors-and-Inventions-PowerPoint-and-Activities-2878563
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inventors-and-Inventions-PowerPoint-and-Activities-2878563
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/scientists/scientists_and_inventors.php
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/scientists/scientists_and_inventors.php
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/scientists/scientists_and_inventors.php
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/scientists/scientists_and_inventors.php
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/scientists/scientists_and_inventors.php
https://www.commoncoresheets.com/Timelines.php
https://www.commoncoresheets.com/Timelines.php
https://www.commoncoresheets.com/Timelines.php
https://www.commoncoresheets.com/Timelines.php
http://www.ducksters.com/
http://www.ducksters.com/


Community 
Member 
person living within 
a community 
 
Community 
a particular area 
where a group of 
people live 

Practices) 

 
 
 


